Wednesday, May 27, 2020 at 09:25:18 Central Daylight Time

Subject: TJ Alumni Newsle.er
Date: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 at 8:21:46 AM Central Daylight Time
From: Thomas Jeﬀerson High School Alumni AssociaHon
To:
Stephen Meyer

Hello Fellow Alums and Friends!

Please forward to your Classmates and post to your respective Facebook page!

TORNADO - COVID19 UPDATE:
TJ students, teachers and staff continue to adjust and recover from the devastating
tornado that hit the school in October of last year. They were settling into their new (old)
home at Thomas Edison Middle School in West Dallas. Thanks to Principal Sandi
Massey's "can do" spirit and leadership students were back in class and focused on
learning again. Then the COVID19 pandemic hit and another adjustment – virtual
learning.
Thanks to you, your Alumni Association was able to respond quickly to a variety of
student, teacher and staff needs. The TJ Alumni Association raised over $120,000 to
support tornado relief including a generous $50,000 donation from Lee Williams and the
class of '68. We also partnered with the PTSA to raise another $20,000 for tornado relief.
All contributions, large or small are extremely important to recovery efforts and much
appreciated by all! Students and families are still experiencing continued hardships from
the tornado, and COVID 19 has added another layer to recovery.
Additionally, Nina Castro, committee chair for Student/Family Assistance, organized an
event for homeless/displaced students that raised $16,000 cash, $2800 in gift cards and
18 CAR LOADS of clothes, food and supplies to support these students!
We put your money to work immediately by supporting the students, teachers and staff
with gift cards and financial assistance to help with lost school supplies, increased
transportation costs, clothes, food and housing assistance. We worked with Principal
Massey to identify the most urgent needs and then met directly with students, teachers
and staff to insure the support was being used as intended. We met some amazing people
and very resilient families. They proved that "TJ Strong" was more than just a slogan.
As we look to 2020, we will continue to support the tornado victims along with COVID19
victims and help with the rebuilding process. We are in ongoing contact with Ms Massey
concerning her needs and we are working directly with DISD and our representatives on
the School Board to insure that the Alumni Association has input into the future decision
process.
There is no way to adequately thank all those that contributed to this effort. The generosity
was overwhelming and you made a real difference in the lives of these students as we
continue to face our new reality.
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IN THE NEWS - Rebuild/Addition to Tornado Damaged TJ
Dallas ISD Trustees decided the fate of Thomas Jefferson High School on January 23rd to
renovate the tornado-damaged school. In a unanimous vote on this measure, trustees
approved a plan to conduct renovations and additions to the TJ campus, with a total cost
not to exceed $82,100,000. Also, trustees passed a plan to consolidate Walnut Hill
Elementary and Cary Middle School with a new pre-K through 8th-grade facility at the
Cary Middle School site. That project budget is capped at $49,800,000.

IN THE NEWS - Governor Abbott Appeals FEMA's Denial of Tornado
Funds
OCTOBER TORNADOES- NBC 5 News By Chris Blake • Published April 28, 2020 •
FEMA rejected the request in early April, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott is appealing the Federal
Emergency Management Agency's decision earlier this month to reject a request for a
major disaster declaration after destructive tornadoes in Dallas and Erath counties in
October. Abbott sent a letter to President Donald Trump to illustrate that the damages
exceed the amount needed to receive federal aid. "The people of Texas are resilient and
will continue to prepare, respond, recover and mitigate against disasters -- but federal
assistance is needed for the communities impacted by these storms in order to expedite
this process," Abbott said. "I respectfully ask FEMA to reconsider their decision and
provide this crucial support to the people of Dallas and Erath Counties.
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TJ CAMPUS RENOVATIONS - Exciting DRAFT of New Front Entrance
As most of you know, we, Guy Thomas '72, Craig Melde '69 and Ken Barth '72, have been
closely monitoring the renovation planning of our school due to the tragic tornado
devastation. We are a part of a group of vested stakeholders, including Northway Church,
and the area neighborhood associations having regular reviews with our Trustee (Dr
Edwin Flores), the architectural firm, and the DISD team, including our Principal and her
team. These reviews have been very open and conducive and so far they are listening to
our input and have incorporated our thoughts and ideas into the plan. A few of us toured
South Oak Cliff high school as a precursor to getting involved so we could have a point of
reference. South Oak Cliff recently reopened after having gone thru a couple of years of
renovations and we are all using it as a model (an excellent job for the most part) as we
go thru what is possible and not possible in the plans with a goal of delivering to the kids
and taxpayers the “state of the art” educational setting that we all are hoping for.
As you can imagine there are numerous working parts not just with the building itself, but
traffic flows for the neighborhood, Borders between the site and the neighborhood, sharing
the site with the new K to 8 facility, and balancing the monies available. All of us are
impressed with the renderings and plans put forward. We will continue to stay involved as
this continues to work its way thru the process. As of now the reopen date is August of
2022.

Page 3 of 10

GENEROUS ALUMS GIVE BACK!
Thanks to you, the Thomas Jefferson Alumni Association had a record year in 2019
raising over $250,000 in support for students and teachers. The Alumni Association raised
over $120,000 for tornado relief, over $70,000 for scholarship support, and over $16,000
for homeless and displaced students. North Texas Giving Day was a huge success as you
donated over $50,000 to student support. This allowed us to donate $45,000 for the
purchase of classroom computers for the school.
As demonstrated by the rise of TJ in 2019 to the #2 Comprehensive High School in DISD,
your generosity is making a real difference in the lives of the students, teachers and staff
at TJ! We are TJ STRONG!!!
With great appreciation,
Thomas Jefferson High School Alumni Association Board

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS 2020
We had to postpone the April 2nd Cocktail Celebration. Please stay tune for the new date
to celebrate our 2020 Distinguished Award Recipients.
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HOMELESS & DISPLACED STUDENTS
STEP UP LOUNGE Fundraiser for Homeless & Displaced Families
Nina Castro (Class of ‘97) - Committee Chair
Friday, November 1st we held a hygiene drive/fundraiser at A Step Up Lounge to raise
awareness and money for the homeless/displaced students. Together we raised $16,000
in cash, $2,800 in gift cards and 18 car loads of assorted goods to assist the families in
need. Needless to say, it was a very successful event! As a committee, we are continuing
to help the homeless counselor organize and hand out the donations to the students. In
addition, we active are with students and families that are facing financial hardships from
COVID19.

Page 5 of 10

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PROVIDES GIFT CARDS
Our amazing teachers identified 140 TJ students/families in financial crisis. Many still have
not recovered from the tornado, and now, COVID19. The teachers reached out, and the
Alumni Association provided 140 Walmart gift cards along with a note to each family!
Showing acts of kindness to those in need during trying times is why TJ alumni are the
best!!

TEACHER APPRECIATION
Cindy Beatty, Class of 1972, Martha Goldblatt, Class of 1977, Co-Chairs
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon Catered By Midway Road Central Market
Yes, you read the headline correctly, Midway Road Central Market catered the luncheon,
but the best news is the generosity of Central Market donating all the delicious food. We
worked with Krista C Appuccetti, Catering Manager, and all the food was delivered to the
school for the Alumni Volunteers to serve. The Teachers, Staff and Administration at the
school were in high spirits and enjoyed all the wonderful fresh food. The luncheon was
held on December 18th and was a nice event for the school before the holiday break. The
t-shirt in the picture above, says it best –
A TORNADO CAN’T TEAR APART THE TJ SPIRIT 2019.
It was a good day.
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THE GREAT TEACHER APPRECIATION TRUNK SHOW
The Great TJ Trunk Show! Principal Massey organized a Teacher/Staff Appreciation day
from the trunks of cars. It was a drive through at TJ@Edison where teachers and staff
were showered with gifts, food and love as they drove through the parking lot. The Alumni
Association handed out a breakfast snack bag to show our love and appreciation.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
Ken Williams, Scholarship Chair and Class of 1968, is pleased to announce that
$52,000.00 will be awarded in scholarships for 2020. The Class of 2020 recipients will be
announced once a decision is made on a date for a virtual Senior Presentation.

MENTORING PROGRAM
Steve Moffett, Mentoring Chair and Class of 1970
The PTECH mentoring program had mixed success in the Fall semester. The tornado
disrupted the schedules of several of the students who signed up and we faced
communication difficulties with many others. Most of the students do not respond to email and that was the only method of communication we had with many of them. We did
have a good de-brief session with several of the mentors and TJ PTECH staff at the end
of the semester that was very helpful.
The PTECH Spring mentoring program was affected by COVID-19 just like everything else
in our lives. Several mentors did continue to video chat with students throughout the
semester, but overall participation was reduced. We have a good base list of mentors
ready to continue the program in the Fall, but we need to know what will be happening at
TJ (Edison) and Brookhaven with classes before we try to restart the program. We do
know that the small group mentoring is effective and helps us reach out to more students,
and prior to the COVID-19 disruption the PTECH administration was interested in the
“Speaker Series” at Edison for underclassmen. We will keep you informed as we figure
out what can be done in the Fall.
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If you would like to be a mentor, please contact Steve Moffett - smoffett4214@yahoo.com

NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY – SAVE THE DATE
Missy Huber, North Texas Giving Day Chair, Class of 1972
North Texas Giving Day is the Alumni Association's fundraising platform. The funds raised
allow us to continue all the great work for Thomas Jefferson.

SENIORS 2020
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Just let a tornado or a pandemic try and stop our Senior Class of 2020, no way, they are
TJ STRONG. This incredible class was showered with cheers at the SENIOR SUNSET
PARADE on May 19th at our beloved “Real TJ”! Each student received a yard sign, their
cap and gown along with numerous gifts. A virtual ceremony will be held May 27th. Give
a standing ovation for the Senior Class of 2020 that make each of us TJ Proud!!!
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REUNIONS
Please contact the Alumni Association if you have future plans for a reunion that you
would like on our social media outlets as well as in our newsletter. Please send
information to: tjhsdallasalumni@gmail.com

HELP US KEEP THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MOVING FORWARD..!
We need more volunteers, so to get involved, simply send a note to
tjhsdallasalumni@gmail.com

GIVE US A FOLLOW To See the Latest Updates Regarding our School..!!
Please like and follow us on Facebook - Thomas Jefferson High School Alumni
Association Dallas (if you are not on FB you can go to our web-site, tjdallasalum.org, to
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